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QALIFOR}IIA REGIONAL TVATER QUALITY COISTROL BOARI)
SAN ERANCSICO BAY REGION

oRDER NO: 9L - L48

wAsTE DISCIIARGE REQUIREUENTS FOR:

P.us VINEYARDS,
dba C,ARNEROS AIAUBIC DISTIrJ.ERY,
CIIITINGS I{IIARF RON), NAPA COITNTY

The carifornia Regional water euality control Board, sanFrancisco Bay Region (hereinafter called the Board)j finds that:
L. RIvIS Vineyards, doing business as Carneros Alambic Disti1lery(hereinafter also called the Discharger), owns and operates agrape brandy producing facility located southeast odthe cityof Napa, on a 29.8 acre parcel, dt L25o cuttings wharf Road.

RMS Vineyards subnitted a Report of waste Discharge, datedJune.5, L99Lt for updating and reissuance of waste Discharge
Requirements for the discharges of domestic and distirlery
wastewaters to on-site treatment and disposar ponds.

The RMS Vineyards wastewater discharges are presently governed
by waste Discharge Requirernents prestribed by this g-oala's
Order No. 83-l-9, adopted on June 23, l_993.

The_RMS vineyards production facirity includes eight GGo-garlon Pot stirls used for distirlation of brandy from grapewine. The wine is irnported to the facility frorn-offsit6. irogrape crushing or fermentat,ion operations ire conducted at
!hl= facility. Distiltation occuls from septernber through
February, and the facirity currently operates with eight
employees. The facility has a maxirnun perrnitted produition
capacity of 76,000 gallons per year of grape winL brandy (Napa
county use Permit). At maximum production, distillery
wastewater flows would average 9,75o gallons der day lgpa)during the six-month distillation season.

5. RMS Vineyards discharges the following wastes:

a. waste No. 1 consists of distillery wastewater from the
batch distillation of wine into brandy. Distilrery wasteis discharged to one of two cooring trays for coori-ng,separation of sorids (seeds, skins, etc-.) and, if neiessary,
pH adjustment. The cooled, Iiquid wastewater is collectedin a subsurface concrete sump ind then pumped to the pond
system for treatment and disposar. separated solids aredried, stockpiled and subsequent,ly incbrporated into on-siteagricultural lands as a soil arnendment. Distirrery
wastewater flows currently average 4rooo gpd during tne six
month distillation season.

3.
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5. (continued)

b. Waste No. 2 consists of domestic wastewater from employees
and visitors" Domestic wastewater receives pretreatment in
septic tanks, then flows by gravity to the subsurface
concrete sump which collects distillery wastewater, and the
combined wastewater is purnped to the pond syst,em for treatment
and disposal. A three-bedroom caretakerts residence is planned
for construction in the future, and the wastewater from this
house will also be handled by a septic tank and discharge to
the pond system. Total domestic wastewater flow, including
the caretaker's residence, is estimated at 97O gpd.

The combined wastewater is discharged to a two-pond system.
Pond f. is divided into three sections (1A, 18, & 1.C) by low
internal berms, about two to three feet high. Each section is
equipped with a mechanical aerator. Pond 2 is divided into
two distinct ponds, as described below. AlI wastewater enters
into section 1-A of Pond l-. When section l-A becomes ful I,
wastewater overflows the internal berm to section 1-B, then
similarly to section LC. ff Pond L becomes full, wastewater
overflows through a pipe to Pond 2A. A1l wastewater is fully
contained within the ponds, with no discharges to surface
waters. Disposal is by evaporation from the pond water surface.

Pond 2 was modified in L99L by installing an internal levee to
effectively create two new ponds, Pond 2A and Pond 28. Pond 2A
will remain available for wastewater overflow from Pond l-.
Pond 28 will be used for storage of irrigation water obtained
from non-wastewater sources (rainfall, runoff, vineyard
underdrain flows, etc.). If in the future both Pond l- and
Pond 2A become filled with wastewater and additional storage
capacity is needed, Pond 28 would be drained of irrigation
water and used for storage of overflow from Pond 2A.

8. A water balance analysis indicates that the nodified wastewater
ponds (Pond l- and Pond 2A) have adeguate capacity to store and
dispose by evaporation all wastewater flows associated with
the permitted maximum production and domestic wastewater
sources (*), and direct precipitation for a ten-year
recurrence interval rainfall record. (* SZSO gpd distillery
wastewater, 6 months, September through February; and l-r000
gpd donestic wastewater, all year.)

6.

7.

9. The approximate surface areas and storage capacities of
ponds are tabulated below. A map showing the location
pond system is included as Attachment A of this Order.

POND ST'RFACE ARE,A voLrIl{E

the
of the

l_

2A
Subtotal:

2B

(acres)

2.t
0.8
2.9
L. l_

(acre-feet)

8.7
2.9

Ll_. 6
5.7

(miIIion gallons)

2.84
0.95
3.79
L.87



10. The Board adopted a revised Water Quality Control Plan for
the San Francisco Bay Basin (Basin Plan) on December L7,
L986. The Basin plan identifies beneficial uses for surface
water and ground water in the Napa VaIIey area.

L1. The beneficial uses identified in the Basin Plan for the Napa
River and contiguous waters include:

a. Municipal and Dornestic Supply
b. Agricultural Supply
c. Navigation
d. Water Contact Recreation
e. Non-contact Water Recreation
f. Warm and Cold Fresh Water Habitat
g. wildlife Habitat
h. Preservation of Rare and Endangered Species
i. Fish Migration and Spawning

L2. The beneficial uses identified in the Basin Plan for ground
water in the Napa Valley area include:

a. Municipal Supply
b. Industrial Process Water Supply
c. Industrial Service Supply
d. Agricultural Supply.

L3. The County of Napa determined, on the basis of an Initial
Study, that the project will have no significant adverse
impacts on the environment, and therefore adopted a Negative
Declaration for the project dated Septernber 20, L982, in
accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act
(California Public Resources Code Section 2L000 et seq).

L4. The Board has notified the Discharger and interested agencies
and persons of its intent to prescribe waste discharge
requirements for the discharge and has provided them with an
opportunity for a public hearing and an opportunity to submit
written views and recommendations.

15. The Board, in a public hearing, heard and considered all
comments pertaining to the discharge.



IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that the Dischargier, RMS Vineyards, pursuant
to the provisions contained in Division 7 of the California Water
Code and regulations adopted thereunder, shall cornply with the
following:
A. PROHIBITIONS

L. Wastewater discharged to the pond system shall not exceed
the following:
a. gr75} gallons per day, as a rnonthly average, during the

6-month distillation season, Septenrber through February.

b. l-,000 gallons per day, as a rnonthly averagle, during the
6-month non-distillation season, March through August.

2. The collection, treatment, storage and disposal of wastewater
shall not create a pollution or nuisance as defined in
Sections l-3O50 (1) and (n), respectively, of the California
Water Code.

There shall be no bypass or overflow of wastewater to waters
of the State from the Discharger's wastewater collection,
treatment, storage or disposal facilities.
The stordge, treatment and disposal of wastewater shall not
degrade the quality of any groundwater used for domestic
purposes or cause an increase in any quality parameter that
would make groundwater unsuitable for irrigation use.

5. The discharge of toxic substances into the Discharger's
wastewater ponds which will disturb the pondrs normal
biological rnechanisms is prohibited.

6. The discharge of distillery or domestic wastewater into Pond
28 is prohibited, whenever pond 28 is being used as an
irrigation water supply storage reservoir.

B. DISCIIARGE SPECIFICATIONS

L. Water in the wastewater ponds, within one foot of the water
surface, shall meet the following quality limits at atl
tines, in any grab sample:

3.

4.

a. Dissolved Oxygen
b. Dissolved Sulfide
c. pH

2.O mg/L, minimum.
0.L mg/I, maximum.
6.0, minimum; and 9.0, maximum.

2. To prevent the threat of overflows, a minimum freeboard of
two (2) feet shall be maintained in the wastewater ponds at
aIl times. Freeboard is the vertical distance between the
water surface and the lowest elevation of the top of the
containment structure (pond perimeter levee or outlet
structure).



3. The ponds shall be managed to minimize stagnant water areas
which could provide breeding conditions for mosguitos or
other vectors of public health significance.
The public shall be effectively excluded from the wastewater
pond area.

Conspicuous warning signs shall be posted at adeguate
intervals around the wastewater ponds informing the public
that the water contained therein is wastewater which is not
safe for drinking or contact. Signs shall be of sufficient
size and proper wording to be clearly read.

The wastewater ponds shall be adeguatety protected from
erosion, washout, and flooding frorn a rainfall event having a
predicted frequency of once in LO0 years.

A11 equipment, including pumps, piping, valves, storage
ponds, etc. which may at any time contain wastewater, and are
publicly accessible, shall be adequately and clearly
identified with warning signs to inform the public that the
Iiguid contained therein is wastewater which is not safe for
drinking or contact.

C. PROVISIONS

1. The Discharger shall conply with all sections of this Order
inrnediately upon adoption.

The Discharger shall comply with the Self-Monitoring Program
for this Order, as adopted by the Board and as may be amended
by the Executive Officer.
The Discharger shal1 maintain in good working order and
operate, as efficiently as possible, any facility or control
system installed or as modified to achieve compliance with
this Order.

4. This Order does not authorize the reclamation or reuse of
distillery or domestic wastewater generated by the facility.

5. At such time when the wastewater pond storage capacity
becomes utilized to the extent that pond l- is fuII and pond
2A becomes more than half filled with wastewater, the
Discharger sha1l subnit to the Board a plan for bringing Pond
28 into use for wastewater storage, inctuding a time schedule
for implementaion of this pIan.

4.

5.

6.

7.

2.

3.
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5. fn the event the Discharger is unable to comply with any of
the conditions of this Order due to:
a. Breakdown of wastewater transport or treatment eguipnent;
b. Accidents caused by human error or negligence; or
c. Other causes such as acts of nature,

the Discharger shall notify the Board ry telephone as soon as
the Discharger or the Discharger's agents have knowledge of
the incident. Written confirnation of this notification
shall be subnitted ldthE-ffiG of the telephone
notification. rrre iltten notFation shall include
pertinent information explaining reasons for the non-
compliance and shall indicate what steps were taken to
correct the problem and the dates thereof, and what st,eps are
being taken to prevent the problem from recurring.

The Discharger shall pennit the Board or its authorized
representatives, in accordance with Section L3267(cl of the
California Water Code:

a. Entry upon prernises where a regulated facility or
activity is located or conducted, or where records are
kept under the conditions of this Order;

b. Access to and copy of, at reasonable times, any records
that must be kept under the conditions of this Order;

c. fnspection, at reasonable times, of any facility
(including monitoring and control eguiprnent), practices,
or operations regulated or required under this Orderi or

d. To photograph, sample or monitor, at reasonable tirnes,
for the purpose of assuring compliance with this Order.

In the event of any change in control or ownership of land or
waste discharge facilities presently owned or controlled by
the Discharger, the Discharge shall notify the succeeding
owner or operator of the existence of this Order by letter, a
copy of which shall be forwarded to this Board.

The Discharger shall notify the Board, in writing, at least
1-80 days before naking any material change in the
characteristics of the wastewater collection, treatment of
disposal facilities or practices regulated by this Order,
except for during emergency conditions in which case the
Board shalI be notified as soon as possible thereafter.

7.

8.

9.



LO. After notice and opportunity for a hearing, this Order nay
be terminated or modified for cause including, but not
limited to:
a. Violation of any term or condition contained in this Order;

b. obtaining this Order by misrepresentation, or failure to
disclose fu1ly all relevant facts;

c. A change in any condition that reguires either a
temporary or permanent reduction or elimination of the
authorized reusei or

d. Endangerment to public health or environment that can
only be regulated to acceptable levels by Order
nodification or termination.

Ll-. The Board will review this Order periodicalty and may revise
the requirements as necessary to comply with changing State
and Federal laws, regulations, policies, or guidelines;
changes in this Regional Boardrs Basin Plan; or changes in
the discharge characteristics.

L2. The Waste Discharge Requirements prescribed by this Order
supercede those prescribed by this Boardrs Order No. 83-L9.
Order No. 83-L9 is hereby rescinded.

T, Steven R. Ritchie, Executive Officer, do hereby certify the
foregoing is a fuIl, true, and correct copy of an Order adopted
by the California Regional Water euality Control Board,
San Francisco Bay Region on October Lir_tpp]

"-r 

rr. r/fu,,
STEVEN R. RTTCHTE
Executive Officer

Attachments:
A. Location Map
SeIf-Monitoring

- Wastewater
Program

Ponds & Facilities

[File No. 2L39.309s]
Ioriginator/BDA]
IReviewer/P"JC]
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CALIFORI{IA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY COI(IIROL BOARD
SAr{ ERANCISCO BAY REGION

SEI.F-UONI$ORING PROGRAI{

FOR

RII{S VINEYARDS

- 
dba CARNEROS AIAIIBIC DISTIIJ,ERY ' 

-
_ ctrrTrNGF I HARF ROAD, NAPA COUrfrY 

-(For Waste Discharge Requirements, Order No. 9L L48)

CONTENTS:

I. GENERAL
II. SAI,TPLING AND ANALYTICAL METHODS
III. DEFINITION OF TERUS
IV. DESCRIPTION OF SAII{PLING AND OBSERVATION STATIONS
V. SCHEDULE OF SAMPLING, MEASUREMENTS AND ANALYSES
VI. REPORTS TO BE FILED WITH THE REGIONAL BOARD
ATTACHI.{ENTS:
A. TABLE l_ - SCHEDULE FOR SAMPLING, MEASUREMENTS AND ANALYSES
B. WASTEWATER STORAGE POND REPORT



r. GENERAL

Reporting responsibilities of waste dischargers are specified in
Sections L3225(al, L3267(b), L3268, L3383, and L3387(b) of the
California Water Code and this Boardrs Resolution No. 73-L6.

The principle purposes of a monitoring program by a waste
discharger, referred to as a self-monitoring program, are:

l-. To document compliance with waste discharge reguirements
established by this Regional Board; and

2. To facilitate self-policing in the prevention and abatement
of pollution arising from waste discharges.

rI. SAT,IPLTNG AI{D ANALYTICEL T,TETIIODS

Sample collection, storage, and analyses shall be performed
according to Code of Federal Regulations Title 40, Section 136
(40 CFR 5l-36), the latest edition of Standard Methods for the
Examination glE W4ter and llastewater prepared ana puUf istrea-
FEmy ttre arnenican PubHc-Ealtir a-ssociationl American
Water Works Associat,ion and Water Pollution Control Federation,
or other methods approved and specified by the Executive Officer
of this Regional Board.

Water and waste analyses shall be performed by a laboratory
approved for these analyses by the state Department of Hearth
Services (DOHS), or a laboratory waived by the Executive Officer
from obtaining a DOHS certification for these analyses.

The director of the laboratory whose name appears on the
certification, or his/her laboratory supervisor who is directly
responsible for the analytical work performed shall supervize
aII analytical work including appropriate quality assurance/
quality control procedures in his/her laboratory and sha1I sign
all reports of such work subrnitted to the Regional Board.

AIl monitoring instruments and equipment shall be properly
calibrated and rnaintained to ensure accuracy of measurements.

rTI. .DEFINITION OF TERIiTS

A. A qrab sample is an individual sample collected in a short
period of time not exceeding L5 minutes. Grab samples
represent only conditions exist,ant at the tine of sarnpling.

B. A flow sample is the accurate measurement of a flow volume
over a given period of time using a properly ealibrated and
maintained flow rneasuring device. Other means of providing
a reasonably accurate quantification of flows may be
acceptable, such as calculation from pump useage records
for a pump of known capacity, oy determination from batch
discharges of known volurnes.



III.

c.

DEFINITION OF TERMS (continued)

Standard Observations (Wastewater Pond Observationsl

(a) Freeboard: The vertical distance between the water
surface and the lowest elevation of the top of the water
containrnent structure (pond perimeter levee or outlet).

(b) Evidence of seepaqe from the pond (Show affected area
on sketch, and include estimated volume or flow rate).

(c) Nuisance odors from ponds: ff present, indicate type
of odor, cause of odor, and area affected by the odors.

(d) Evidence of mossuitoes breedinq within the pond
area due to st,agnant water areas.

(e) Warninq siqns properly posted to inform public that
ponds contain wastewater which is not safe for
drinking or contact.

IV. DESCRIPTION OF SN,TPLING AND OBSERVATTON STATIONS

Station Description

A. WASTEWATER POND INFLUENT

P-IN At a point in the wastewater systern prior to
discharging into the ponds, such that the total
wastewater flow into the ponds can be determined.

B. WASTEWATER POND WATER

P-LA,
P-l_8,
P-l_c, &

P-2A

At points in each respective pond section qrhich
contains wastewater, within one foot of the water
surface and about two feet from the water's edge,
representative of the pond water.

NOTE: A map of the facitity showing locations of all sanpling
and observation stations described above shall accompany
the first monitoring report, and subseguent reports when
stations are changred or a violation is reported.

SCIIEDUTE OF SAI{PLING UEAST'REI{ENTS AIiID ANATYSES

C. OBSERVATION STATIONS - WASTEWATER POND LEVEES

L-1, &

L-2A
Along the perimeter levees of the each wastewater
pond (Pond l- and Pond 2A).

sampling,
given in

The Discharger is reguired to perform observations,
measurements and analyses according to the schedule
Table l- and Table l- Footnotes (Attachment A).

v.



A. Self-ltonitorinq RePorts

1-. Reportino Schedule

Written reports shall be subrnitted to this Regional Board's
office for each calendar quarter, ds shown below:

Quarter Monitorinq Period Report Due Date

April L5 th
July 1.s th
October 15 th
JanuarY L5 th

l-
2
3
4

st JanuarY, FebruarY, March
nd April, MaY, June
rd JulY, August, SePternber
th october, November, December

2. Report Contents

The self-Monitoring Reports shall include a Ietter of
transmittal and the results of aII reguired measurements,
analyses and observations, as described below:

a. Letter of Transmittal

The letterof transmittal shall include the following:

o The Dischargerrs name, address, phone number and contact
person(s);

o The nonitbring period being reported, bY months^-and year;
o The name of the-responsibl! Reaional Board staff member;
o Discussion of any reguirement riiotations found during the

monitori."g-p"ii6a. ilncluding the causes of the violations
and corr"6ti.r" actions taken or planned in order to
prevent future violations; and

o Discussion of any special or unusual events pertinent to
maintaini"g-";rirt i^ance with ivaste discharge re-guirements,
such as failurel repair, replacernent or installation of
major equipnenti or- significant operational changes or
improvements.

The transrnittal letter shall contain a statement by the
Discharger, or the Dischargerrs authorized agent, under
penalty-ofperjurYrthattotfrebestofthesigner's-tcnowtedge tire iep6it is true, accurate and complete.

b. Results of Analvses and Observations

o The results of all requireanalyses and observations
specified in Table l- (A€tachnent A), including sample
a^"t", time, sample type and station, shall be reported.
This informatio-n snarr be reported by subnitting a

completed Wastewater Sto{aqd P-onS Repor! (Attachnent B),

",' 
i,, -;quiv red information.



VI. REPORTS TO BE FILED WITH THE REGIoNAL BoARD (continued)

B. Report of Permit V.iolation

In the event the Discharger violates, or threatens to violate
the conditions of the waste discharge reguirements andprohibitions due to:

a. Maintenance work, pohrer failure, or breakdown of
wastewater transport or treatment eguipment;

b. Accidents caused by human error or negligence; or
c. Other causes such as acts of nature,

lhg Discharcrer shal1 notifv the Reqional Board office by
terephone as soon as the oischargrer or EtrE-DlEcrrargerrs
agents have knowledge of the incident. Written confirmation
of this notif ication shal l be submitted ;ffiE-two r^reeks ofthe date of the incident. The written noFricaffi; snE-r rinclude pertinent information explaining reasons for the non-
compliance and shall indicate what stepi were taken tocorrect the problem and the dates thereof, and what steps arebeing taken to prevent the problem from recurring.

r, steven R. Ritchie, Executive officer, hereby certify that theforegoing Self-Monitoring program:

L. Has been developed in accordance with the procedure set forthin the Regional Board's Resolution No. 73-16 in order toobtain data and document compliance with waste discharge
reguirements established in Regional Board Order No. 91 - 148.

:

2. Is effective on the date shown below.

3. May be reviewed at
upon written notice
from the Discharger
Executive Officer.

any time subseguent to the effective date
from the Executive Officer or reguest
and revisions witl be ordered by the

/'-:
{ " .,,'/ .' ..

:.,. ,///*
i/,,t'7'/,"\-

, 'STEVEN R. RITCIIIE
Executive Officer

Effective Date

ATTACHI,IEMIS:

A. Table 1 - Schedule for Sampling, Dteasurements
B. Ilastevater Storage pond Report

[File No. 2L39.3095] toriginator/ BDAI [Reviewer/

/t /1,,,,'r,,

and Analyses

RJC l



RUS VINEYARDS - SEI,F-IiONTI1ORTNG PROGRAIi

ATTACHTI{ENT A

(Order No. 9L - 1-48)

p. 1ofL

Samplinq Frecruency
M = Monthly

z/YI: Twice per month
(at least two weeks apart)

TABIJ 1-

SCIIEDULE FOR SAIIPLfNG, IIEiASIIRE}IENTS Al{D ANALYSES

I,EGEND:

Tvpe of Sample
Flow = Flow measurement

G = Grab Sample
O = Observations

TABI,E 1 FOOTNOTES

(1) Flow Volume: Monthly, report the total flow volume, in
gallons, of combined distillery and domestic wastewater
discharged into the wastewater pond system.

(2) Flow Rate: Monthly, determine and report the average daily
flow, in gallons per day, of combined distillery and domestic
wastewater entering the wastewater pond system.

(3) Dissolved Sulfides: Analysis required only when Dissolved
Oxygen is less than 2.O mg/L.

(4) Standard Observations are defined in Part IIf.C. of this
SeI f-Monitoring Program.

SAMPLTNG STATIONS
Foot-
notes

P-IN
P-]-4,
P-LB,
P-lc, &
P-24

L-L
&

L-24

Type of Sample -->
Parameter (units

FIow G o

FIow Volume (gallons) (1) M

Flow Rate (gpd) (2) t4

!:______ __i:11::l
Dissolved Oxygen (ng,/I)

___I-___
M

Dissolved Sulfide (ng,/l) (3) M

Freeboard

;;;;-il;;;;;;---- l;t- ___?lv____
2/vl



RIiS VINEYARDS - SEI,F'-UoNITORTNG PRocnanr (Order No. 91- - l-48)

ATTACIIIiENT B: WASTETIATER STORAGE POND REPORT

REPORT PERIOD - IIIOIflTII:

WASTEWATER INTO PONDS
Tota1 Monthly FIow

aIlons
Average Da ly Flow

llons da

TYATER
Date

Pond Section
( r_A. LB, etc)

(units)pH

Dissolved Oxygen (ng/Ll

Dissolved Sulfide (ng/L)

(*) Standard Observations are defined in SMP Part, Iff.C.
For each inspection record date, freeboard, and tyes, or ino,
for other ('?') observations, according to observed conditions.

If any observations indicate a violation, the following shall be
included in the guarterly rnonitoring report:
a. Show location of violation on a sketch of the site.
b. Explain cause and extent of violation.
c. Describe corrective actions taken, and date(s) when

compliance was achieved and regular pond use was resumed.

I certify that the information in this report, to the best of
my knowledge, is true and correct.

OBSERVATIONS ( ]c Lce/NI< nth
Observation Date

Freeboard
(feet; inches)

Seepage?

Nuisance Odors?

@
Warning Signs
Properlv Posted?

Signature Date


